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Camas elementa 
is named after 
historical location 
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The first Grass Valley 
School was constructed of 
logs in 1884 and housed stu- 
dents during the winter 
months when extra hands 
weren’t needed in the farm- 
lands. 

That historical name will 
be revived when Camas 
School District opens its 
newest elementary educa- 
tion building in September 
2009. The moniker received 
a unanimous vote by the 
Camas School Board follow- 
ing a recommendation by a 
naming committee. 

“The name really fits what 
that area is,” said Patricia 
Erdmann, principal of J.D. 
Zellerbach Elementary 
School and head of the com- 


mittee. 

Located on 11 acres in the 
west side of town on district- 
owned property off 
Northwest 38th Avenue next 
to Grass Valley Park in the 
Lacamas Meadows subdivi- 
sion, the school will be fund- 
ed as part of a $90 million 
construction bond. 
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The historical Grass Valley School building will be the namesake for a new elementary 
school in the Camas School District. 


Two Rivers Heritage 
Museum and a memorial 
plaza at Grass Valley Park. 
The first teacher at, the 
school was Elizabeth 
McMaster who taught the 
original 28 students ranging 
in age from 4 to 21. The 
salary in 1885 for the teacher 
was $25 per month. 
Erdmann and the naming 
committee’s other members, 
parent Stephanie Tanner and 
J.D. Zellerbach teacher 
Barbara Braskett, reviewed 
the many public suggestions 
and recommended the most 
commonly submitted name. — 
“It speaks to the environ- 
ment,” Erdmann said. 
Many of the students 


attending J.D. Zellerbach will 
be relocated to the new 
school. 

“Our mascot is The 
Zebras,” Erdmann said. 
“People at our school love 
zebras, and they want to 
know ‘When we move do we 
still get to be zebras?’ Well, 
Grass Valley Zebras just 
works.” 

Additional — bond-related 
construction projects will 
include Doc Harris Stadium, 
which will have a face-lift- 

ving new turf and lights- 
and the district’s three oldest 
elementary schools — Helen 
Baller, Lacamas Heights and 
Dorothy Fox — are also on 
the docket for renovation and 


modernization. 

J.D. Zellerbach Elementary 
School will be taken off-line 
to be used for support ser- 
vices, such as district offices, 
community education and 
technology. The current loca- 
tion of the district office, a set 
of modular buildings at 1919 
N.E. Ione St., would then 
house the Hayes Freedom 
High School, Camas’ alterna- 
tive program. 

The need for expansion has 
come about because the num- 
ber of students in the district 
has increased by an average 
of 5 to 6 percent each year 
during the past six years. 


